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Studying animal behaviour
The purpose of this activity is:

· to observe an animal’s behaviour

· to record its behaviour in certain circumstances

· to suggest how that behaviour might help the animal to survive.

Procedure 

SAFETY: If you are observing animals outdoors, avoid trip and slip hazards, thorny plants or unhygienic substances.

Investigation

a Choose an animal to observe. This could be your own pet, or an animal you see often in your garden such as a bird or invertebrate.

b Decide what time of day you will observe the animal. (Choose a time slot 10-15 minutes long.)

c For several days, observe the animal at this time and record your observations of its behaviour. You could do this in writing, sketches or with photographs or video. Behaviours could include noises that the animal makes.

d Develop short phrases or words to describe the different behaviours. Try to organise your observations and look for patterns of behaviour. Make a note of anything that seems to trigger a particular behaviour and what the result of the behaviour is, if you can.

QUESTIONS

1 What have you noticed during your observations?

2 Have you been surprised by what you have found out?

3 Describe one behaviour which you think is instinctive and automatic, and one which you think is learned and deliberate. Why do you think so?

4 How could those behaviours help the animal to survive?

Record sheet for animal behaviour observation:

Animal being observed:

Time of day:

Date/s of observation:

	Behaviour
	Timing/s
	Apparent triggers and results

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


ANSWERS

All answers depend on student observations.
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