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Invertebrate indicators of pollution
Different invertebrates will live in the water according to how polluted it is. 

Unpolluted water is clear and also contains plenty of oxygen. 

Polluted water may by cloudy, but more importantly, it often contains less oxygen.
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A Clean water





       



    Stonefly nymph (about 10 mm)
         Mayfly nymph (about 20 mm)
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B Some pollution



     Freshwater shrimp (about 20 mm)       Caddis fly larva (about 10 mm)
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C Moderate pollution




Water louse (about 10 mm)

Bloodworm (about 20 mm)
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Sludgeworm (about 120 mm)
    Rat-tailed maggot (up to 55 mm)

E Very high pollution – no life
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