[image: image1.jpg]PRACTICAL BIOLOGY STUDENT SHEET .





Monitoring the body’s reactions to stress

In favour of downloading music

Downloading has revolutionised the way people listen to music. It may be controversial because of the legal issues surrounding copyright but there are a couple of things people need to remember when discussing music downloading.

First, it is important to remember that the music industry has never paid artists fairly for their work. Although pop and rock stars appear to be wealthy during the height of their success, this is largely an illusion to make them seem glamorous. 

In fact, even most famous artists do not earn very much at all for their work, until they sell a huge number of albums – and only then if they write their own songs, have a good manager and are lucky enough to have signed an honest record deal. 

Secondly, the future of music distribution is via the internet and, whether we like it or not, we can’t put the genie back in the bottle. It doesn’t matter how much we debate music downloading, it is going to be the main way people around the world listen to music in the future. 

The problem with criminalising and pursuing people who break copyright law is that there are many thousands of them. They are the very people the music makers should be courting because they are today’s music consumers. From their point-of-view, they are just sitting at home on their computers listening to music and sharing it with their friends – which means that often they are the very people who build an audience for new artists by telling each-other about them.

Attacking downloaders is attacking music’s biggest fans. 

Instead, we should embrace the internet, accept that the world has changed and find new ways to encourage people to support the artists whose music they love.

Musicians are quickly realising that for the first time in the history of rock’n’roll, they have been given the tools to connect with the audience directly, bypassing the industry. If they use these tools wisely, they can build lifelong reputations, share their music more widely than ever before and even find new ways to earn money from it.

Against music downloading 

Intellectual copyright is a very important part of our legal framework because it protects peoples’ ideas. This is not just in the music industry or other forms of entertainment such as film or television but also very important for business, industry and science.

For example, intellectual copyright is what stops anyone stealing an invention that could change the world, or a new drug that could save lives. 

It costs companies millions of pounds each year to develop and trial new products or medicines. They would not be able to risk spending that money if they couldn’t see a potential profit at the end.

Although the music industry isn’t as life-and-death as medicines, these same principles apply. If people don’t pay for their music but just steal it by downloading it illegally online, eventually the record companies that fund artists to record that music in the first place won’t be able to afford it, so no new artists will be developed.

Of course there are DIY artists who make music at home but even today this usually sounds cheap and the artists can’t afford to properly invest in promoting themselves. They can never develop into world-class acts. 

Even today, only record companies have the expertise, experience and financial weight to develop new acts properly.

At the moment, music sales are suffering because of illegal downloading and in order to earn the same money, artists have tour more often and put concert ticket prices up. So we are all punished for the copyright theft through higher ticket prices for the biggest bands.

It is also possible that downloading won’t even last. Recently music streaming services like Spotify are replacing downloading. People stream tunes and select playlists instantly without having to wait for them to download. When you listen to music on Spotify, the artist actually does get paid a small amount, funded by the adverts and subscriptions.

This streaming is more likely to be the future than illegal downloading. Look at the BBC iPlayer, this is the same technology as Spotify and it is used by thousands of people.
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